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Democracies used to die in a 
military coups 
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But Democracies can also die in 
the hands of the constitutions

3



Modern dictators’ 
playbook, as master 
of 
constitutionalism

Ø Populist rhetoric (“us v. them”)

Ø Constitutional formalities (emergency decrees,
exceptional powers, constitutional courts)

Ø Authoritarian measures (concentration of power,
accountability decimation, human rights violations)

Ø Non-intervention principle
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Tunisia´s 
Constitutional 
authoritarian 
populism 

Ø Populist rhetoric: protect the people from a corrupted system and the 
2014 Constitution´s “locks"

Ø Through “constitutional” emergency decrees, President Saied exerted 
absolute power and promoted a constituent process that didn’t follow the 
2014 Constitution procedure 

Ø Beyond the layers of constitutionality, the measures adopted are 
authoritarian (African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights)

12/7/22

5



How to restore 
democracy?

Ø Looking beyond constitutional formalities

Ø The 2014 Constitution is still in force

Ø Register and denounce human rights abuses: 
accountability towards the international 
community 

Ø Who are the people? Art. 3, 2014 
Constitution 

Ø Only free and fair elections provide 
legitimacy
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